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INFO SHEET # 843 


3/28/74 


UNSUB; Burglary of $24,065 in Jewelry 
from L. LIBERACE, 2/14-15/74, Hilton Hotel 
Dallas, Texas 
ITSP 


2/14, and 12:45 AM, 2/15/74. 

$24,065 worth of jewelry belonging to LEE LIBERACE, well- 
known entertainer, stolen from his suite at the Statler- 
Hilton Hotel, Dallas, Texas, Jewelry warn contained in an 
aluminum suitcase with combination locki No signs of 
forcible entry ±ito the suite or suitcase. 


A list of the stolen jewelry, which included an 
elaborate men's pocket watch, a diamond bracelet and 
several pairs of cufflinks, is contained in the file. 

Appropriate contacts and dissemination to law 
enforcement agencies should be made concerning the above. 



AS AC 


Each Criminal Supervisor 
Each SR^ 

Night Supervisor 
Each Agent C-2 


lAM File 
87-41572 
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i974 




4-750 (Rev. 4-17-85) 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOlPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


□ Deleted under exeraption(s) ^ith no segregable 

material available for release to you. 

n Infoimation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

CZl Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that 
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 


Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 




Pag^s) witl^eld for the following reason(s): 


t^agejs) withheld tor the f 


Cl For your infonnation: 




The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



cUcdi/ 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
XNO DUPLICATION FEE v 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


FBI/DOJ 



Illinois 
ApUlB, 1974 


UtESS RELEASE 







t>W^l»dsgijl. purJjM f^. Invsstigntion'’’ 


y^l^teost W 98, of MOl 


snaoimoA 





itetsrstnto^ Stolen Br^r^ XlISP) Statute, 
Title 18, V«8» Code, Section 2315, 


LEWIS was arrested in tba evening of April 17, 1974, 
^ R V»9« Sagistrate*# ocpplaint at bis ]4aee^^,^ jtagiaess, 
Shiver isal Ges and Jevelry Company, iDe*, Suite 804, 5 North 
Av^e,^ tise. a search war- 

rant for the premises at that address was executed. 


As a result of the execution of the search warrant. 


a quantity of stolen Jevelry was discovered. One of the pieces 
recovered was a platinum Tiffany pocket watch, encrusted with 


diamonds, identifiable with the pocket watch stolen ^n the 


$24,000 Jjewelry burglary of entertainer LEE LIBERACE on 
February 14, 1974, in Dallas, Texas. Numerous other rings were 
recovered identifiable with the $65,000 burglary of a 


Company, 8aa;^tonip,, Jewelry salesman's motel room in 










^ «9p««r 't^s date for a bond 
hearing before U.S. Magistrate OLQA JQRCO. 



♦ • 

ADMINISTOATIVE 


ADOLPH LEWIN 

TTP 

ITSP 

00: Chicago 
Chicago File 87-40596 


LEWIN is described as follows: 


Race 

Sex 

Date of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Eyes 

Hair 

Address 

Owner of 


Social Security Number 
Home telephone number 


White 

Male 

March 14, 1^16 
Wausaw, Poland 
5‘10” 

150 pounds 

Brown 

Brown 

2501 Pebbleford Hoad 
Glenvie'.v, Illinois 
Universal Gen and Jewelry 
5 North Wabash 


Chicago, Illinois 



LEWIN was arrested by SA 
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recovered 


r'llow) 


te m to asrist in de tr> 
rest of Lewln, of 2501 Peddle- 
<w f3|l. Gkcyfew> on dtarsoi 
Of iWft i Ti t i tB transportation of 
stoltt property. 

libeiice reported personal 
jewelry valued at about ^75,000 
was stolen Feb. M from his ho- 
tel room in a bui^lary while 
appearing in a concert. 

"There was at least $90,000 
in jewelry taken in Dallas ho- 
tel burglaries in February and 
some of it has been recovered 
with the arrest of Lewln," 
Vairasaid. 

Lewin, now on probation for 
filing a false inoame tax re- 
port, was released on a $15,000 
recognizance bond Thursday 
I after an ^pearance before 
U.S. Magistrate Olga Jurco. 

Vaira and E[eld said Liber- 
ace’s watch was found in Lew- 
in’s pocket when he was ar- 
rested. 
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noMfftpopor* city ond 
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Author: 
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Liber ace^s | 
stolen watc0 

found here 


A ^,000 diamond'Studded 
watch stolen from entertainer 
Liberace has been recovered 
from the pocket of a Loop 
eler. described as a suspectetl 
fence for the underworld. 

The platinum watch was 
found late Wednesday , in th^ 
pocket of jeweler Adolph Le3 
win, 53, at bis Universal Gehj 
arid Jewelr>' Co., 5 N. Wabash. 

Richard G. Held, head of the' 
Chicago FBI office, said LeWLii 
is a suspected fence. Lewin, of 
2501 Peddleford Rd., Glenview, 
was charged in a warrant with 
interstate transportation oS 
stolen property. || 

Stolen jewelry valued aj| 
$53,030 was found in Lewin'a) 
store. Held said. . ^ * r 


(Indicate page, name of 
newepoper, cUy and elote.) 
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^ $5,000 diamond wristwatch . 
stolen from entertainer Liber- 
ace last Feb. 14 in Dallas was 
I recovered here by FBI agents 
I with the arrest of a Loop je^v- 

I elCT. 

)The platinum watch wsTjS 
[ atnong 500 pieces of jewelr>, 
viilued at more than $5O,C0(‘, 

I recovered late Wednesd£/y 
when Adolph Lewin, 5S, was 
i airested by agents in his Uiti- 
visrsal Gem and Jewelry Co.,; 5 
! N. Wabash- i 

'Richard G. Held, head of trie 
Chicago FBI office, described 
Lewin as a suspected dealer in 
stolen jewelry. 

“Among the jewelry reo)v- 
eied were rings, pendants and 
I w'iuches stolen ill two separate 
I Dallas hotel burglaries in Fdb- 
ruary.” said attorney Peter S, 
Vaira, head of the Jutice Dc- 
p a r i rn e n t Chicago Strike 
Force. 

Vaira said a court-?iuiw- 

i 2 cd wiretap was used April 2 
b> tile Mil to assist in tne ar- 
rt«Ei of Lewin, of 2501 PeddlC- 
ford Rd., Glenview, on charges 
of interstate transportation of 
stolen property. 

Liberace reported personal 
iewehy valued at about $75,000 
was stolen Feb. 14 fron\ his ho- 
tel room in a burglary whil| 
appearing in a concert. 

V‘There was at least $SO,00(|. 
hi jewelry taken in Dallas 
U4 burglaries in February and 
Siime of it has been recovered 
with the arrest of Lewin,” 
Vaira said. 

Lewin, now ,on probation for 
filing a false income tax re- 
port, w^as released on a $15,000 
recognizance bond Thursday 
after an appearance before 
ILS. Magistrate Olga Jurco. ^ 

Vaira and Held said Libei^ 
a<e*s watch was found in Lew 
in> pocket when he was aij 
rested 



Front and back of Liberacc’s watch recovered by 
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Time tells: on jeweler: 


By Richard Phillips 


THIN, sharp - featured Adolph Leula 
doesn’t look a bit like Liberace. Yet he 
was wearing Liberace’s $5,000 pocket 
^ V atch, said federal agents who went to his 
Loop jewehy shop Wednesday night 
Since the watch had been stolen frota 
';he entertainer’s Dallas hotel room Fet, 
U, it alone w^ould have been enough evi- 
dence for them to arrest Lewin, they said. 




J However, the agents were carrying a 
search warrant, and inside the vault of 
Lcwin’s Universal Gem k Jewelry Shop, 5 
N, Wabash Av., they found 500 other sto- 
len jewelry items worth an additional $25,- 
000, they .reported. 

j Lewin, 58, who was described by agents^ 
as a fence for big-time burglary rings, 
was charged with violating federal laws 
against interstate transport of stoli^n 


goods. 


f 
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LiJi£C3ce’s dian^i)iul-stnd^ watch, 


m 


‘PETER VAIRA. chief of the United 
I States Justice Department’s organized 
crime strike force here, said the Feder;il 
Bureau of investigation used a court-ap- 
proved wire tap to obtain the informatiej^D 
1 needed to get a search warrant. 

Key evidence came from a phone con* 
versation between Lewin and another man 
I identified as “Herby’^ in which purchase 
of the stolen Liberace watch was dis- 
I cussed, he said. ^ 

The authorities believe most of the sUi- 
len jewelry was intended for resale, Lewis 
, apparently admired the platinum, di- 
amond encrusted watch so much be de- 
cided to keep it, they said. 

Tho Lewin’s operations have been under 
surveillance by Chicago police, most of 
the loot found in his shop was stolen from 
Texas, Vaira said. 

Lewin, of 2301 Pebbleford Rd., Glem 
View, was released yesterday on a $15,00(1 
personal recognizance bond after an ap| 
l^arance before U. S. Magistrate 01g| 
iurco. .. . / . . V - - 













(Indicate* p09», nam^ of 
nawspopar, city ond fltala.) 


3 CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

SECTION L 


(2-J^ 

4/19/74 


Dot*: 

Edmon: SPORTS FINAL 

Author: 

Editor: C • 

THU: 




Ti 


CRIME RECORDS 


CharacI.ri 94-1 199 


w0?XSe4T TO BUREAU 


mihmlttlrtg OlHcni CIITCAGO 

I .. t tnv«*ltr|(ii«id 


90 




.7"ri£D 

s::.: alized_5^*^u;d 


/?rUr.-D?- 


FBI— CHICAGO 


V 


"■'icr 

o / 


Li 


races gems 


1 1#^ 

The FBI announced here Thursday it hf.s 
.recovered entertainer Liberace’s $5,500 stolen 
diamond-encrusted watch and 500 oth^f 
ieces of jewelry taken in thefts across 
Vtuion. ' . 

FBI agents arrested Adolph Lewin, 58. own- 
er and operator of the Universal Gem & Jew- 
elry Co., in Suite 604 at 5 N. Wabash, on a 
charge of illicit transportation of stolen prop- 
erty. 

,The expensive watch was described by FBI 
agents as platinum with Roman numerals sOt 
it; diamonds and the initial L in diamonds on 
the back. It was stolen from Liberace’s suiijc 

in the Statler-Hilton Hotel in Dallas on 
i^hc other stolen uems were mostly rinas. 
cufflinks and pendants. ^ 

The arrest of Lewin came after FBI agenls 
tapped three phones used by Lewin in his 
business. The agents had obtained court wir!^ 

' tap pern'iission April 2. 

In one intercepted conversation, Lewin and 
a man identified as a customer were discussing 
the price of a platintim w^atch which a third 
male v<)»ce in the background said was stolen 
from Liberace, agents said. 

Lewin. on probation for a 1972 income Utx 
violation, %vas arraigned before U.S. Magis- 
trate Olga Jurco Thursday and released i»n 
own recmrniranrn bond 


fUount CIlMino in Space Below) 
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States JosUce D^>artment’s organized 
crlpe strilce force hwe, said the Federal 
Bupbm Inyeetigatioio used a ootni-ap- 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO 

FROM 


• C-2 Supv 



date: Apr 20, 1974 


subject: Recovery of stolen jewelry including watch belonging 
to Liberace. 


lone 


phone^HHI^HilHII^contadted offic¥" by tele- 
late to inquire concerning recovered merchandise. 

her husband and another couple. 


phone^m^m^PUPhad been staying at the~ 

JaLias just prior to the visit by Liberace, and that the suite 
they were sharing was robbed on the evening of January 19th, 

1974. Caller was wondering whether any of the recovered loot 
may have been from the robbery of their rooms . 

List of jewelry taken was long, but included gold bracelets, 
earrings and chains , and some opals and pWYiY pearls • According 
to caller the Dallas PD is in possession of entire list and 
drawings and descriptions* Total theft from both couples 
was judged to amount to approximately $6,500,00. 


Caller was advised that information would be brought to 
attention of appropriate people but that no info could be given 
at this time . 


Both couples were at Sheraton for Osteopathic Surgeons 
convention and were sharing suite of rooms on top floor of 
HAA SheratonADallas * 



iDiialrift 


Foit Tnn 


.NORTHERN DISTRICr OF TTITmotc 


United States op Ameeica 


Offices Known end 

of the nmi-i r °^- the sixth floor 

on the NoJthlf building situated 

Street and kno^ °f Wabash Avenue and Madison 

. ““ known and numbered as 5 N Wabash 

^nicago, Illinois ^ ^ wabash. 


Magistrate's Docket No. 

Case No. 


SEARCH WARRANT 


To Any Special Agent. Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Affidavit having been made before me bv it 

nie Dy Robert Keane, Special Agent F.B.I. 

that he / i'eason to believe ] f .. 

^ J [ on the premises known as j 

located on the^six^rfw'^orthe oflufstSi^ numbered as Suite 604. 
situated on the Northeast corner of I’ahacK a rick orfice building 
and kno^ and numbered as 5 , • 


in the northern District of uusois 


tnere is non .being concealed certain property, namelv , 

other jewlery stolen from Dallas Texas 

Princess rings, bearing ^.anuf actur^'^ti^U 


which are being possessed with knowledge that are stol 

;-*S; 

as 1 am satisfied th«t fk • 

con-ealeii cn the / P**aaH ^ Probable cause to beheve that the property <in d w • 
i:r.Ct» n* •' I *^®^cribed and thaf fk ^ P described 13 I 

• - n arrant ex4 f°-^°ing grounds for application for 


r.»v / rre/,,- 

/ making these: 


tant an,! | fUiytimr^^'^^ "^med for the property spe 


urch 


wrircer- invlnhir*' ‘of I “"‘i the prope 

- '« - sstr™-” - 

fJated this 77 ^- 

I^t.i (lay 0 : API 


10 74 


.-. a,,. ..,. ,„,, .f ^ . 

‘•''■••(.i: iriv f,;n... ' ' ♦ *• 

sn-¥(57A’ 



♦ # , 

One platinum pocket watch with roman numerals laid out 
with diamonds of a total weight of 85 points. On the back 
of the watch was the script letter "L" laid out in diamonds, 
approximate weight 1.25 ct. 


APR 1 7 1974 



STATE OF ILLINOIS ) ^ . 

) ss 7^}< :y : 

COUNTY OF COOK ) 

I 7 . 

AFFIDAVIT 

ROBERT A. KEANE, Special Agent, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, being duly sworn, states; 

1. On April 2, 1974, a court order was entered 
authorizing the interception of wire communications on telephon 
numbers (312) 368-1647, (312) 368-1648 and (312) 368-1649, 

located at Suite 604, Sixth Floor, 5 North Wabash, Chicago, 
Illinois. 

2. On April 17, 1974, a conversation was intercepted 
from telephone number (312) 363-1647, wherein Adolph Lewin 
was called by Herbie Levin. During this conversation Levin 
asked if Lewin came down in price, to which Lewin replied 
that the lov; price was "fifteen". Levin asked "what size" 
and Lewin replied a regular pocket vratch, platinum. Levin 
asked if it was 18 or 12 size. Lewin then asked do you want 
it in inches. A silence x>?as then heard. An unidentified 
male in the background then asked Lewin if the man on the 
phone was a customer and Lewin replied affirmatively. The 
^^^^®htified male asked if that was tne Liberace watch and 
Lewin replied affirmatively. Lewin then described the watch 
to Herbie as he apparently was m.easuring it, as a platinum 
pocket watch 1 5/8 inches in diameter on which v;ere numerous 
diamonds totalling 5.25 karats. 


'O ‘■f 

0( 


I 


# • 

APR 1 7 i974 

3. On March 5, 1974, tha Dallas Texas office of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation advised n-.e that between 
7:00 P.M. February 14, 1974 and 12:45 A.M. February 15, 1974, 
jewelry totalling $24,065 belonging to Lee Liberace was stolen 
from Liberace * s Statler-Hilton Hotel suite in Dallas, Texas. 
Included in this theft was one platinum pocket watch valued 

at $5,500, with roman numerals laid out with diamonds of a 
total weight of 85 points. On the back of the watch \;as 
the script letter "L" laid out in diamonds, approximate weight 
1.25 ct. 

4. Special Agent James Dev/hurst advised ir.e that 
a confidential informant stated on March 20, 1974 that he 
(confidential informant) had been to Lewin's place of business 

on various occasions and observed Lewin discuss ov-er the telephon 
the buying and selling of stolen jewelry. The confidential 
informant further stated that on March 19, 1974, he had seen 
1,000-1,500 14k gold "Princess" rings bearing, the manufacturer’s 
initials BMH, which Lewin had indicated were part of a "load" 
he had just received. The confidential informant told Agent 
Dewhurst who told me, that Adolph Lewin is known as a jewelry 
fence who operates from .Suite 604, 5 N. Wabash Avenue, Chicago, 
Illinois. 




APR 1 V 1974 


ROBERT A. KEANE 
Special Agent 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this ^day of , 1974 . 
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HY 67-71702 
PAGE TWO 


RKVIKW OP LIBRRACS'S ITINSRASY IKDICATSS W WA3 PSRFORKIHa 
IJi CAUKDk DURING PERIOD KAY 21 YHRU KAY 26 , 1974, AMD la KOT 
DUE TO PEIIPOHM AGAIN UNTIL JUNE 4 THRU 1, I 974 , AT 
LAS VEGAS, 

LOS AH0SLS3 DBTEHMIME CimHSNT WHEREABOUTS OP LffiSRACS 1/1 
THROUai ^ 



AFTER DSTSRMINXNa ABOVE, SSf APPHOPHIAfE LEAD TO 

INTERVIEW LIBERACS RE IffltSM, VSEBM AND BY WHCM FOCEg? MATCH 
PURCHASED IK ORDER THAT Cl^lSMT liAEEST VAiAjE KAY BS OBTAINED 
AT NEW YORK, 

SUTKL. 


Approved: 


Speclol Aoenii in Oh<ir(|4r 


Seat 


M P« 


UJLGuwmiimwtil eftntiftt 04lKHt l*»«-^4S§-§74 






n II^'N a # 








4-750 (Rev. 4-17-85) 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOlPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


[j/ 1 


Deleted under exemption(s) 
material avaUable for release to you. 


67 & 


with no segregable 


CH Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

□ Informaticm pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

[m Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that 
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 


Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


/ 


Id fOT the follo»rin&reason(s): 



- TUtniyjMyjpJ 


n For your information: 


Tte fc^owing number is to te used for reference regarding these pages: 





XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 

XXXXXX 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
XNO DUPLICATION FEE § 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


9 ) 

POf/DOJ 


4-750 (Rev. 4-17-85) 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOlPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


□ Deleted under exeraptionts) with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 

CZ3 Infoimation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request, 

Q Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

CH Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that 
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 


Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 



the following reason(s); 





CD For your infomation: 


5/ 


The following number is to 

(IhauwSO' 


ise^or reference regarding these pages: 




xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


pxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

S DELETED PAGE(S) X 
X NO DUPLICATION FEE v 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 


9 


rO-3$ m#v. 5-22*64) 


0 


'1 


Transmit the following in 
TELETYPE 


F B I 
Date: 

PLAINTEXT 


6/1/74 


Via 


(Type in plaintext or codet 

NITEL 


(Priority) 


(T^C 



TO; SAC, LAS VEGA 

FROM; SAC, CHICAGO (87-41572) 

ADOLPH LEWIN; UNSUB, BURGLARY OF $24,065 IN JEWELfRY 
FROM L. LIBERACE, 2/14-15/74, STATLER-HILTON HOTEL, 

DALLAS, TEXAS, 00; DALLAS. 

RE LOS ANGELES NITEL TO CHICAGO DATED 5/30/74. 

FOR INFORMATION LAS VEGAS, ON APRIL 17, 1974, CHICAGO 
AGENTS ARRESTED ADOLPH LEWIN, DBA UNIVERSAL GEM AND 
JEWELfRY CO, INC., 5 NORTH WABASH AVENUE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 
IN POSSESSION OF LOOT FROM TWO DALLAS BURGLARIES AND TWO 
CHICAGO AREA BURGLARIES. 

AMONG THE lOOT WAS A PLATINUM TIFFANY POCKET WATCH 
WHICH WAS TAKEN IN THE CAPTIONED BURGLARY. 

AUSA DESIRES CURRENT MARKET VALUE lOR THIS WATCH. 

LOS ANGELES OFFICE ADVISES LEE LIBERACE CLAIMS HE PURCHASED 
INSTANT WATCH IN LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, UNKNOWN DATE, FROM 
UNKNOWN OWNER OF LAS VEGAS JEWELRY STORE. WATCH WAS ON 
DISPLAY IN WINDOW hp AT FIRST NOT FOR SALE. WATCH THHf 
- $7-40596 





SEARCHED^ 
SERIALIZED. 
INDEXED 


Approved: 


d. M Per „ 




U.S.Qov«rnm«nt Printing Offlct: 1972 — 455-674 



• 0 



F B I 


Date: 


Transmit the following in 


/Type in plaintext or code) 


Via 


(Priority) 


L 


CG 87-41572 
PAGE TWO 



AND ADDED EfiBREGE CHAIN. LIBERACE ADVISED^||p|^ WOUL 
HAVE INFORMATION (INCLUDING DATE AND PURCHASE AMOUNT OP 


NOTED AT TIME OP THEFT A FAB AND CHAIN WERE ATTACHED TO 
INSTANT WATCH BUT THESE ITEMS NOT RECOVERED AND 
CONSEQUENTLY ONLY VALUE OF WATCH eD. 




SUTEL AND FOLLOW WITH FD-302 



Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


U.S. Government Printing Office: 1972 — 495-574 
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